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            2014 ANNUAL 

Celebration
P R O G R A M

Processional……….……….……….…................................…….……….……….……….…..FGCB Honorees

Introduction of Mistress of Ceremonies………......................……….……….…….…..Ambria Grooms
FGCB Class of 2014, Central High School

Mistress of Ceremonies………..............................……….……….……….……….…………..Cheryl Landis 
					      PGCPS, Strategic Business Partnerships Specialist

Invocation……….………......................................……….……….……….…………………….....Jefferi Lee, Jr.
Youth Leader, Olive Branch Community Church

FGCB Welcome…...……...................................….……….……….………………………..……Roy P. Gilmore
							       FGCB, Board Chairman

Host Remarks…...……..................................….……….……….…………………………………..Janice Doyle
  University System of Maryland, Chief of Staff to the Chancellor 

& Secretary to the Board of Regents 
FGCB, Honorary Board Member

Recognition of Special Guests……..............................……………………….……………………..Eric Lane
				    FGCB Alumnus, University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Sponsor Recognition…………………........................…………………...FGCB College Access Students

College Bound Reflection………………...........................…….……….……….…….......Destiny Williams
FGCB Class of 2014, Fairmont Heights High School

First Year College Reflection……….…..............................…….……….……….……..….……Angel Tillery
FGCB Class of 2013, Bowie State University

College Graduate Reflection……….……...........................….……….……….……….......…Ashley Moore
FGCB Alumna, Bowie State University

Introduction of the Guest Speaker……………….......................…………………...Odunayo Ayegbajeje
FGCB Class of 2014, Parkdale High School

Guest Speaker……………….………...............................……………………….………Dontra B. Scott, DDS
FGCB Alumnus, UMCP, Howard University & NYU 

Introduction of Musical Guest…………...............…...........………………………...………Mariah Perkins
FGCB Class of 2014, Laurel High School

Musical Selection…………………………...................................…………………………………Carla Dirlikov
Mezzo-Soprano

Accompanied By: Dr. Carol Christian

Recognition of High School Graduates………....................……….……..FGCB College Access Staff

Recognition of College Graduates………..........................……….……….………....…...…Tiwana Smith
			   FGCB Alumna, University of Maryland Eastern Shore

FGCB, College Retention Committee

Scholarship Presentations…………..............................………...………...FGCB Community Partners

Closing Remarks……….……….………................................……….……….……….……...Joseph A. Fisher
FGCB, CEO & Founder



Our mistress of ceremonies, Mrs. Cheryl 
Landis, has over 40 years of executive 

level management, administrative and 
supervisory experience with federal, state, 
county and municipal governments, as 
well as with the private sector.

She began her professional career in 1972 
at the University of Delaware, where she 
was recruited by the university’s dean 
of education. In 1978, Mrs. Landis left 

Delaware to work for the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Banking, 
Finance and Urban Affairs. In 1981 she left the public sector to work with Giuffrida 
Associates. In 1986, she moved to Mechanical Equipment Consultants, a nuclear 
engineering consulting firm. 

Mrs. Landis was offered employment by the Prince George’s County Board of 
Education in 1989. She performed a variety of complex executive-level functions of 
a highly confidential nature for the 10 members of the Board of Education. After 25 
years, Mrs. Landis remains employed by Prince George’s County Public Schools. 
She currently serves as Strategic Business Partnerships Specialist, developing 
partnerships between the schools and business and community organizations. 
She is also the driving force behind the work of Excellence in Education, a nonprofit 
organization that supports the advancement of the public schools. In addition, she 
works closely with the Business Advisory Committee of the chief executive officer 
of the school system.

In addition to her professional career, Mrs. Landis is well known for her political 
and community activism. She was the first resident of the Oak Creek community to 
be elected to its board of directors. She currently serves as vice chair of the Prince 
George’s County Democratic Central Committee, and is on the ballot for re-election 
to a third term. Her work and activism have earned her a reputation as one who 
raises the bar toward excellence, respect and integrity.

Mistress of Ceremonies

Cheryl Summers Landis  



Dr. Dontra B. Scott is a native of 
Columbia, Maryland. Being the eldest 

of three raised by his single mother, he 
always felt a sense of responsibility. With 
the guidance and support of Joe Fisher and 
FGCB, he became the first in his family to 

graduate from college. Dr. Scott received a Bachelor of Science degree from the 
University of Maryland, College Park and his Doctorate of Dental Surgery from 
Howard University College of Dentistry in Washington, DC.

Dr. Scott moved to New York City after dental school and served as chief resident 
at Bronx Lebanon Hospital. During his time in the south Bronx, he provided 
access to quality health care for the under served in the area. With continued 
encouragement from Fisher, he was accepted into the Advanced Education 
Program in Endodontics at New York University. While at NYU, he was able 
to provide care for the diverse population of New York City and around the 
world. Dr. Scott participated in outreach programs that allowed him to educate 
and provide care for the underprivileged populations in Puebla, Mexico and 
Granada, Nicaragua.

While living in Manhattan, Dr. Scott proposed to his lovely wife Ashley at 
Rockefeller Center. The two of them love spending quality time together, 
participating in charitable events, traveling, acquiring the taste of new food and 
attending sporting events. Dr. Scott graduated from New York University on 
May 28, 2014 and plans to practice endodontics and start his family life in 
Austin, Texas.

Guest Speaker

Dr. Dontra B. Scott   



Mezzo-soprano Carla Dirlikov has 
been praised by Opera Magazine 

for possessing a voice that “grabs the 
heartstrings with its dramatic force and 
musicality.” In 2014 she became the 
first singer ever to win the prestigious 
Sphinx Medal of Excellence, an honor 
bestowed upon her by Justice Sotomayor 
in a ceremony and concert at the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Ms. Dirlikov is in demand at opera 
houses and concert venues around the world. Recent European engagements 
include the lead role in “Carmen” at Opéra Royal de Wallonie in Belgium. She 
has performed at the Glyndebourne Festival  in England, and at Italy’s fabled 
Spoleto Festival.  Ms. Dirlikov also has performed at opera houses and made 
recital tours in Mexico and China. 

In the United States, she has sung with the Michigan Opera Theater, Grand 
Rapids Opera and Knoxville Opera, and is a favorite artist of Opera Roanoke, 
where she has made numerous appearances.  Among her many appearances as 
a concert soloist are singing Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony at Avery Fisher Hall 
at Lincoln Center in New York, Handel’s Messiah at Carnegie Hall and at the 
Kennedy Center, and Mahler’s Second Symphony with the Columbus Symphony 
Orchestra.

Ms. Dirlikov is an alumna of the Academy of Vocal Arts in Philadelphia.  She 
received a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Michigan, where 
she studied with the great Shirley Verrett. She continued her studies at the 
Conservatoire National de Paris, and completed her Master of Music in Opera 
Performance at McGill University in Montreal. 

Carla Dirlikov is the proud daughter of a Bulgarian father and a Mexican mother. 
For her unflagging advocacy of empowerment through music, the U.S. State 
Department recently conferred upon her the title of Cultural Envoy, the duties 
of which include promoting American culture overseas, giving master classes 
and teaching music to orphans and poverty-stricken youth.

Carla Dirlikov  



First Generation College Bound 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 4  H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S

STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL SITE COLLEGE ATTENDING

Tongwa  Aka Parkdale Bowie State University

Jose  Alarcon Central Prince George's Community College

Alexis Alexander Potomac Towson University

Sarah Amoyaw  • Laurel Towson University

Dara Anderson Potomac Bowie State University

Tyrik Anthony Fairmont Heights Prince George's Community College

Shannon Archer Laurel Howard Community College

Paola Argueta Parkdale Salisbury University

Ita Awo-Hosea Laurel University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Odunayo Ayegbajeje Parkdale Howard University

Fatmata Bah Laurel Prince George's Community College

Mohamed Bah Parkdale Stevenson University

Giovanna Baisie-Arthur Parkdale Stevenson University

Julianah Bamidele Central Prince George's Community College

Chariane Bangna Laurel Morgan State University

Hadiatou Bangoura Laurel Prince George's Community College

Shirkira Banks Potomac Prince George's Community College

Trevor Barley Fairmont Heights University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Marlon Barrios Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Marcus Brock Central Capitol College

Sahara Brody Central Montgomery College

Kaala Brooks Central Allegany College of Maryland

Keisha Brown Laurel Howard Community College

Rais Brown Laurel Howard Community College

Devon Brown Parkdale University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Alena Budd Potomac Bowie State University

Jeremiah Campbell Central Prince George's Community College

Marquette Carter Central Prince George's Community College

Adraina Cheeks Potomac United States Army

Tamerat Cheru Parkdale University of Maryland College Park

Jenay Conley Fairmont Heights Montgomery College

Abdulia Conteh Parkdale Bowie State University

Kareema Conteh Parkdale Randolph-Macon College

• Jersey Mike’s Subs Scholar    • The Intersection    • Olive Branch Community Church/Sherwood High School



First Generation College Bound 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 4  H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S

Imani Crumlin Central York College of Pennsylvania

Briana Culbertson Laurel Morgan State University

Davonne' Davall-Gray Central Allegany College of Maryland

Dae'Janae Day Central University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Muctar Diaoune Parkdale Bowie State University

Steven Douglass Central United States Marine Corps

Erin Early Fairmont Heights Frostburg State University

Jasmine Edwards Central George Mason University

Mo' Nasha Edwards Potomac Delaware State University

Tori Eley Laurel Bowie State University

Randi Erkhart Potomac University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Keiry Escobar Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Yesenia Esparza Parkdale Montgomery College

Opeyemi Faleye Parkdale Goucher College

Caleb Fleming  • Laurel Coppin State University

Aitana Garrison  • Laurel Howard Community College

Macred Gbenro Parkdale Towson University

Donche Golder  • Laurel Goucher College

Imani Goldston Central Trinity Washington University

Diego Gomez Gonzalez Laurel Howard Community College

Jazmin Green Central Prince George's Community College

Andrea Green Parkdale Frostburg State University

Duane Green Parkdale University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Sashauna-gay Green Parkdale Bowie State University

Briyanee Greene Fairmont Heights University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Amoni Griffin Fairmont Heights University of Maryland College Park

Taylor Griffin Fairmont Heights McDaniel College

Ambria Grooms Central Bowie State University

Jarrell Harris Laurel University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Job Hernandez Laurel Howard Community College

Juan Herrera Parkdale University of Maryland College Park

Sheahon Hewitt Laurel Washington Adventist University

Justyc Hicks Potomac Montgomery College

STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL SITE COLLEGE ATTENDING

• Jersey Mike’s Subs Scholar    • The Intersection    • Olive Branch Community Church/Sherwood High School



First Generation College Bound 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 4  H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S

Joshua Hill Fairmont Heights Prince George's Community College

Shaniqwa Hodge Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Camille Hodges Potomac Morgan State University

Tyrone Holmes  • Laurel University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Milki Hussen Central University of Maryland College Park

Kayla Jackson Fairmont Heights Morgan State University

Wuyue Jiang Laurel Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State 
University

Malik Johnson Laurel University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Skylar Jones Fairmont Heights Bowie State University

Norris Jones Parkdale Towson University

Tiffany Judd Central University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Maxwell Karikari Parkdale University of Maryland College Park

Malik Kelly-Barnes Potomac United States Air Force

Maiya Kirksey Fairmont Heights Morgan State University

Ian Kisakye Laurel Howard Community College

Catherine Kpaka Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Babatunde Lawal Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Iris Leon Fairmont Heights University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Byron Lewis Parkdale Bowie State University

Jason Lopez Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Da' Method Love Central Allegany College of Maryland

Jianjin Luo Central Prince George's Community College

Jonathan Majano Laurel Howard Community College

Sisanda Marolen Parkdale McDaniel College

Katelyn Massey Parkdale Frostburg State University

Kelly Massey Parkdale Morgan State University

Joseph Mensah Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Shavohn Minor Central Clark Atlanta University

Uhood Mohamed Elhassan Laurel St. Mary's College of Maryland

Tulio Monkam Central Allegany College of Maryland

Yeni Munoz Parkdale Montgomery College

Christabelle Musong Central Morgan State University

Ornella Ngameni Parkdale McDaniel College

STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL SITE COLLEGE ATTENDING

• Jersey Mike’s Subs Scholar    • The Intersection    • Olive Branch Community Church/Sherwood High School



First Generation College Bound 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 4  H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S

Cynthia Nwaneti Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Janice Nyam Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Olabisi Odediran Parkdale Coppin State University

Janae' Oden Fairmont Heights Frostburg State University

Ganiu Oladipo Parkdale Mount St. Mary's University

Akua Opoku Parkdale Frostburg State University

Awero Osseni Parkdale Marshall University

Amed Oum-Mbogba Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Kayisha Owens Central Prince George's Community College

Anhette Palma Parkdale McDaniel College

Crystal Parker Central Prince George's Community College

Mariah Perkins Laurel Howard Community College

India Pitt Fairmont Heights Morgan State University

Jachel Poston Fairmont Heights University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Terra Preston Central Art Institute of Washington

Bria Price Parkdale Bowie State University

Bria Quarles Potomac Bowie State University

Jose Reyes Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Edwin Rios Parkdale University of Maryland College Park

Maria Rious Central Marymount University

Karina Rivas Laurel St. John's University

Chyna Robertson Potomac Bowie State University

Shaila Robinson Fairmont Heights University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Maiyah Rose Fairmont Heights Frostburg State University

Erick Saavedra Parkdale Prince George's Community College

Sekou Sackor Central Prince George's Community College

Mohamed Saine Central Prince George's Community College

Jeffrey Sanchez Laurel Howard Community College

Kendra Saulsbury Central University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Magatte Seck Central Prince George's Community College

Janae Seegers Laurel Towson University

Toni Segura Potomac Bowie State University

Shadaeya Sewell Laurel Bowie State University

STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL SITE COLLEGE ATTENDING

• Jersey Mike’s Subs Scholar    • The Intersection    • Olive Branch Community Church/Sherwood High School



Briona Shorter Potomac Bowie State University

Loyanna Simpson Parkdale Allegany College of Maryland

Dazhane Smith Central University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Kyreem Stephens Laurel Prince George's Community College

Shauna Kay Stewart Parkdale University of Maryland College Park

Mercedes Stokes Central Prince George's Community College

Xavier Sykes Laurel Bowie State University

Wouhib Tamrat  • Laurel University of Maryland Baltimore 
County

Ashleigh Tate Laurel Howard Community College

Rohan Taylor Laurel University of Maryland College Park

Precious Tebid Parkdale Davidson College

Edward Thomas Parkdale Bowie State University

Jordan Thorne Laurel Prince George's Community College

Stephane Tokam Central Prince George's Community College

Efena Uviovo Laurel Howard Community College

Maria Velasquez-Pena Laurel Prince George's Community College

Malia Vester Laurel Coppin State University

Keren Vital Laurel Morgan State University

ReArnna Wanzer Parkdale Allegany College of Maryland

Jamia Washington Central University of the District of Columbia

Raneice Watkins Central Prince George's Community College

Kaiylah Watts Laurel George Washington University

Taikira White  • Laurel Stevenson University

Kevin Whiteside Fairmont Heights Prince George's Community College

Nyasia Williams Central Prince George's Community College

Destiny Williams Fairmont Heights University of Maryland Eastern Shore

An'Drea Williams Laurel Howard Community College

Meshala Williams  • Laurel Towson University

Tatyana Williams Potomac Prince George's Community College

Elshaday Zelalem  • Laurel University of Maryland College Park

First Generation College Bound 
C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 4  H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S

STUDENT HIGH SCHOOL SITE COLLEGE ATTENDING

• Jersey Mike’s Subs Scholar    • The Intersection    • Olive Branch Community Church/Sherwood High School



Matilda Amlalo   Towson University, BS, Nursing

Maame Amoyaw   Towson University, BS, Political Science

Clifton Bathersfield   University of Maryland College Park, BS, Geographical Sciences

Stephanie Battle   Bowie State University, BA, English

Joy Bettis   Stevenson University, BS, Human Services & Interdisciplinary Studies

Salome Boatemma   Towson University, BS, Business Administration

Corren Brown   Livingstone College, BA, Political Science

Shanice Downie   College of Southern Maryland, AA, General Studies

Egerton Edwards   Prince George’s Community College, AA, Business Administration

Stephanie Esotu   Salisbury University, BS, Information Systems & BA, Conflict Analysis & Dispute Resolution

Jessica Gibson   St. John’s University, BA, English

Alexis Graves   Morgan State University, BS, Psychology

Liz Guevara   University of Maryland College Park, BS, Community Health

Darci Henderson   Salisbury University, BS, Business Management

Darin Hensley   Full Sail University, BS, Recording Arts

Chekirah Ifill   Johnson & Wales University, AS, Culinary Arts

Isaiah James   University of Maryland Eastern Shore, BA, English

Keon Jeje   University of Maryland Eastern Shore, BS, Criminal Justice

ChaTia Johnson   Morgan State University, BA, Sociology

Mariama Kanu   Salisbury University, BS, Business Administration & Marketing

Eric Lane   University of Maryland Eastern Shore, BS, Criminal Justice

Christiana MacCauley   Mount Holyoke College, BA, Public Health

Ashley Moore   Bowie State University, BS, Nursing

Jasmine Murphy   University of Maryland Eastern Shore, BS, Criminal Justice

Iruka Ndukuba   Frostburg State University, BS, Psychology

Adora Ndukuba   Salisbury University, BS, Respiratory Therapy

Ibiyemi Osho   Stevenson University, BS, Computer Forensics

Miriam Panameno   Bowie State University, BS, Social Work

Marche Pearson   St. Mary’s College of Maryland, BA, Art & Art History

Christian Polanco   Capitol College, BS, Computer Engineering Technology

Lakeisha Roberts   Notre Dame of Maryland University, BA, English

Arshaneka Ross   University of Maryland Eastern Shore, BS, Human Ecology

Samara Savage   Bennett College, BS, Biology

Djuan Short   University of Maryland College Park, BA, Psychology

Daryl Solee   South Carolina State University, BA, Communications & Broadcasting

Erinayo Soniregun   Duquesne University, BA, Sociology

TaNia Stewart   Morgan State University, BS, Civil Engineering

Aditi Thanki   University of Maryland Baltimore County, BS, Information Systems

Arielle Thomas   Howard Community College, AA, Business

Chiedu Uwandi   Bowie State University, BS, Business Administration

Sean White   Waldorf College, BA, Criminal Justice

Crystal Williams   Coppin State University, BS, Early Childhood Education & Human Development

Rikkea Yates-Jackson   Howard University, BA, Communications

Samuel Yirenkyi   University of Maryland College Park, BS, Geographical Sciences

Michelle Newton   University of Maryland College Park,  
                                  Master of Education, Curriculum & Instruction

Dontra B. Scott   New York University, Specialty Certificate, Endodontics

Vannessa Williams   University of Maryland University College, 
                                     Master of Business Administration

2014 College Graduates

2014 Graduate Degrees



Congratulations to the Class of 2014
Best wishes for continuing success!

Keep up the good work!

Mayor Craig A. Moe and City Council
Council President Frederick Smalls-Ward 2
Council Member Michael R. Leszcz at Large

Council Member Donna L. Crary-Ward 2
Council Member Valerie M. A. Nicholas-Ward 1

Council Member H. Edward Ricks-Ward 1

City of Laurel



“I'm a success today because I had a friend 
who believed in me and I didn't have the 
heart to let him down.” 

Abraham Lincoln 

First Generation College Bound 
on your

24th Annual Celebration 
& Fundraising Event

Congratulations to the high school 
and college gradutes!

  I wish you success in all your 
future endeavors.



By authority, Carolyn Brenner, Treasurer/Friends of Jim Rosapepe 

the class  
of 2014 

Best wishes 
for a bright 

future! 
 

BK Charter Inc. 301-423-3567
www.bkcharter.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN TOUR GROUP CHARTERS, 

CONVENTION SHUTTLE, SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS,  

RETREATS, CORPORATE TRAVEL, 

AIRPORT TRANSFERS, DAILY EXCURSIONS, 

AND ANY OCCASION.

Specializing in creating and 
customizing secure, 

managed hosted environments 
for small businesses 

and not-for profi t organizations.

Find Us at: www.aspdd.com or Call 866-764-8324



KONTERRA







              College Access Staff

Carolyn Alston
Potomac High School Site

Sharon Clifford
Laurel High School Site

Francine Barnes
Laurel High School Site

Doreen Hogans
Central High School Site

Amanda Metzel
Parkdale High School Site

Tiffani Whitaker
Fairmont Heights High School Site

              College Retention Committee

Patricia Fisher
Retention Coordinator

Florence Akadje
FGCB Alumna

Bridget Akintunde
FGCB Alumna

Pauline Armstrong
FGCB Grandparent

Jasmine Gamble
FGCB Alumna

Tre Jerdon-Cabrera
FGCB Volunteer

Bernice Lowe
FGCB Volunteer

Chimere Jones
FGCB Volunteer

Tiwana Smith
FGCB Alumna

Bibi Solano
FGCB Parent

Yvonne Queen-Kane
FGCB Alumna

              Administrative Staff

Nickole Conyngham
Director & Offi ce Manager

Raymond Harrod
Program Manager

Wrenn Skidmore
College Access Case Manager

Judith Baylor
Program Support Specialist

 
 

 



               Board of Directors

Joseph Fisher, CEO and Founder
Retired Teacher, Howard County Public Schools
Head Coach, CUA Women’s Cross Country and Track Teams

Roy P. Gilmore, Chairman
Director of Security, Holy Cross Hospital

Nickole Conyngham, Secretary
Director & Offi ce Manager, First Generation College Bound

Gavin Brown*
Youth Pastor, Trinity Church

Robert Levan, Esq.
Retired

Stefanie Lomax*
Director of Human Resources, Rolyn Companies, Inc.

Lonnie Moore*
Consultant, IBM

Carrie Quinn
Vice President, Revere Bank

Rena Ross
Community Manager, Stevens Forest Apartments

H. Walter Townshend, III
President and CEO, BWCC

George H. Walls, III
Senior Director of Admissions, Capitol College

John Wiley
Retired Director of Recruitment, PGCC

*Indicates FGCB Alumni

               Honorary Board Members

The Honorable Robert J. DiPietro
Consultant

Janice Breslin Doyle
Chief of Staff to the Chancellor and Secretary to the Board of Regents, USM

William P. King
Director of Graduate Medical Education, 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey-School of Osteopathic Medicine

Marion Patterson
Retired Director of Articulation, Morgan State University

Mary S. Rhett
Retired, Sales Representative for Sentry, Inc

Dr. G. William Troxler
Retired President, Capitol College

Tico Wells
President, Courtesy is Contagious Productions, Inc.

The Honorable Alexander Williams, Jr.
United States District Court Judge

 
 

 


